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Our world is currently faced with ever-growing environmental degradation do
to our reliance on fossil fuels for energy. Today, I would like to take a look at a viable
and expanding non-polluting form of energy. Wind power is the conversion of wind
energy into a useful form, such as electricity, using wind turbines. Wind energy is
environmental-friendly and does not contribute to global warming. Our traditional
source of energy, fossil fuels, such as oil and coal, release CO, into the atmosphere
which causes global warming. Today, I would like to talk about the advantages of using

wind power and wind power generation in 3 countries; Germany, the U.S.A, and Japan.

Now, can you guess how much wind power we use in the world in terms of
percentage? We depend on fossil fuels for more than 50 percent of total energy usage.
On the other hand, we rely on wind power for less than 3 percent. Why don’t we use
wind power more? Among wind energy’s many positive points, it is non-polluting.
Nowadays, environmental pollution is a serious problem all over the world, and using
wind power is one of the solutions for the problem. Furthermore, while we are well on
our way to depleting fossil fuels, wind power energy provides use with an unlimited

source of energy.

Do you know which country uses wind power the most? In the past 10 years,
Germany has dramatically increased the number of its wind farm from only 7,900 in
1998 to more than 16,000 today, which produce more than 32 million kw of power a
year. The reason for this increase is that people are investing in wind power, instead of
stocks. Additionally, power companies will gradually be obliged by the government to

buy more and more energy produced by wind power generators.

The number of wind farms in the U.S.A, which is ranked third in total number,
has also been increasing. The Department of Energy has decided to spend 9 billion

dollars for wind power generation. Chicago, nicknamed the Windy City, has set a goal



of solely depending on renewable energies, including wind energy, by 2013. The biggest
wind farm in the world, Altamont Pass near San Francisco, has more than 4900
generators producing about 125 MW per year, with a maximum output of 576 MW per

year.

In Japan, we only have 1,400 wind farms, the most being located in Tohoku
and Hokkaido. Although Japan is a small country, the consumption of all energy is
ranked fourth in the world. Japan has few natural resources, so relies on importing. The
self-sufficiency ratio for energy is just 20%, including atomic energy which is the
energy we use the most in Japan. In an effort to increase the use of environmentally
friendly energy, the Japanese Ministry of the Economy, Trade and Industry has decided
to produce 3,000,000 kw of wind energy by 2010.

Today, we’ve talked about the advantages of using wind power, and three
countries that have been trying to use green energy more. As global warming becomes
worse, wind energy is becoming more vital to ensure we have non-polluting and reliable
sources of energy. Starting today, I hope all of you will think about the energy we use,

and try to support the use of wind energy.
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