The 45th Annual English Speech Contest

Osaka-San Francisco Sister City Association President’s Award

Things I Need, by Mai Karakane

This summer, | stayed with a family in Australia for 5 days. At first, 1 was nervous-and
worried about my English ability because this was my first time in a foreign country. But
my host family was really kind to me. When | told my host mother that | would clean ufa
the dishes, she said to me: "All you have to do is relax.” So | was able to feel at home,
| felt | was able to join everyday conversations, but they spoke English faster than | had
expected, | often didn’t understand what they were saying. My host family took me to
. the Telstra Tower and the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. They explained a lot
about these places for me. Nonetheless, it was difficult to understand their English.
I-wendered why | couldn’t understand spoken English more, and why | couldn’t talk
more. | felt frustrated when | realized my English level.
While | was staying with the family, | went to school, Copland College in Canberra. |
made friends with a girl from China. | showed her my cell phone, Japanese money, my
electronic dictionary and some other Japanese stuff. She was so interested in them, and
| had quite a chat with her. '
While | was télking with her, | realized that | was able to make myself understood in
English. | felt so happy. When | was talking with my host family, we had difficulty
communicating with each other, so how come | could falk with my Chinese friend easier,
although my English ability was the same?
I think being positive is a very big reason. I've said before, my host family spoke English
quickly. Then | should have said: "Please speak more slowly.” But | thought it bothered
them that they had to speak slowly for me, so | hesltated to say that. | mean, | was
feeling negative then.
But | was positive when | was talking with my Chinese friend, because she said to me:
"Your English is very good!” Thanks to her encouragement, | came to have confidence
and | was willing to speak with her more.
Back in my host family’s house, after we ate dinner, we watched TV and talked as usual.
I hesitated to start to talk for fear of making mistakes, even if | had something to say.
But | came to think that | would like to speak without hesitating, as it was better than not
saying anything. Actually, all ] could do was answer questions before. But now | was
able to talk about my family and Japanese food of my own volition, and get along with
~ my host family better.

Of course, it's important to have listening and speaking comprehension skills to
communicate in English. But it was not until | weni to Australia that | realized talking with
confidence, not hesitating to make mistakes, that is, “being positive”, is one of the things

| need.
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