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Spreading Our Wings
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“Cinco, stete, seis, - “No, seis, siete, Yuriko! You’re hopeless! Look, in one minute
ti’

our quiz starts!
“I know, my score will be terrible. Maybe I should give up.”

Spanish is my major. My' grandfather Takao did business with Mexico, Cuba,
Guatemala, and Chile, and he enjoyed Spain when he visited Europe after retirement.
He always mentions how different these Latin American countries are from England or
France. Every time I asked him exactly how, he has always said, “Just visit them some
day. Communicate with local people, and you will see how unique and nice these
countries are.” Each time, Takao made me only more curious and determined to know
the Spanish language and culture.

I was so happy when I could finally enter a university to major in Spanish.
However, I soon noticed that many of my.classmates were more ambitious than I was,
-with more concrete goals such as “working at the United Nations™ and “helping the
poor in South America”. Some even started studying Spanish on their own before
entering the university.

In Spanish, verbs conjugate into six.forms, and nouns and adjectives have
masculine and feminine genders. There was so much to memorize, and I struggled
even o count up to ten just as you saw in the beginning. After a while, I grew very
uneasy and stressed.

Tt was at such a difficult time that I recalled the words of my Canadian host
mother. When I was in the 10th grade, I stayed in Ottawa, Canada for three weeks in
summer with a family. With my host parents Art and Lisa, and their children Ben,
Brittany, Noah and Zack, I tried to speak English correctly because I had always tried to
score well in my English classes. However, I soon grew tired of my poor English.
Frustrated, my words became fewer and fewer.

One day Lisa said to me, “Do not be afraid of making mistakes, Yuriko, Only
some words ate OK. Nobody cares whether you are good or not.” Her words healed
me, and I started to use as many words as possible to express myself. Then Art said,
“We were waiting for the time when you speak English again. Now, Yuriko, you are one
of the Westons,” What I thought of as poor, ungrammatical English was actually fine.
Speaking another language was so much fun.



Did I not wish I could taste that delight again, not of scoring perfect but of
making myself understood? When I recalled my experience in Canada, I started to use
Spanish with my classmates. Now when we enter the classroom, we say “jHolal,”
which means “Hello” in English, 'When we part, we say “jAdios! Hasta mafiana,”
meaning “Bye, See you tomomrow.” Now we can greet, show directions, and even
bargain in Spanish. When I make a mistake, my friends correct me. Whenever we
learn new expressions, we try to use them and have conversations in real situations, like
“¢Ddnde estas? (where are you?)”, “En el restaurante (at the restaurant)”. I aiso chat
with Spanish speakers such as Jeronimo from Spain and Eva from Mexico on Facebook.

While I prepared for the entrance examination, my grandfather fell ill. He
always wanted to go to Spain, so to cheer him, I said to him, “Grandpa, I will study
Spanish in college, and I will take you to Spain!” As he knew that I passed the entrance
examivation, he became quite well again. Now when I visit him, he always talks about
Spain, eager to go there withme, How I will use my Spanish after graduvation, I do not
know yet.  Stifl, T am sure the trip to Spain will stimulate me and open new horizons.

“Let Language Be Your Wings To The World.”: that is the motto of the
department of Foreign Studies I belong to. Shall we also think a language is a tool to
broaden our world, and not just a series of tests for us to pass? Do not keep your
wings folded away. Let us take off into the whole world, spreading our wings!
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