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Our national traits

I haye really noticed some of our national traits after the earthquake events in BEastern
Japan. There was no water, electricity, gas, food, or clothing in the devastated areas. Some
people lost their homes and much more as a result of the tsunami. It is so difficult to live

during these times. However there are many heart-warming stories that arise from such

tragic events,

The other day I found some of those stories on the Internet. In one of these stories, there
was a woman who bought some body warmers and gave them to people who had waited a
very long time for a bus. Even though the ticket gates and platform were crowded with
people, none of them were out of queue, or obsiructing the way. They followed the officers in
an orderly manner. There was a woman who drew in a sketchbook stating “My bathroom

available,” and she opened her bathroom for people to use.

In such horrible circumstances, plundering or other crimes remain at a low level in Japan.
People control their feelings, they dont act egotistically, and they still give way to one
another Japanese people are so considerate a:_ld polite even in the toughest of imes. Foreign
media reported on such actions. Germany has a good opinion of cur nation, mentioning that
1o panic was caused and the viciims were cabn and patient when disaster struck. France
also has a g'ood opinion of the way Japan has handled these devastating events in a calm

manner

Events like these, that are natural for us, are not for the rest of the world. I hadn’t realized
this until I saw comments from overseas media reports. There are some people who don’t
give their seats to older people on the train, people who only think about themselves, and
people who pretend not to see others in need. To put it differently, few people are willing to
lead with their actions, so I had always thought that the Japanese people have a heart of
stone. However, in evenis like these, I am proven wrong. I would like to learn more about
Japanese people’s qualities, and compare them to the rest of the world. This is cne of my
reasons for wanting fo travel abroad. Additionally, I would like to lead with my actions not
only in fimes of ixagedy like now, but every day. I think that if the number of people who
think this way increases, this would be an even better country.

I'm proud of our identity and national traits, and I am honored to share them.
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