The 42™ Annual English Speech Contest

Osaka- Melbourne Sister City Association President’s Award

Atsuko Taniguchi
Osaka College of Foreign Languages

Oh Romeo!

Romeo and I first met when I was just seven. Oh, Romeo, Romeo! Romeo is
my pet turtle. Honestly, I wasn’t very interested in turtles at that time...and I wasn’t
very interested in dinosaurs. But when I watched the movie Jurassic Park, I noticed that
one dinosaur had the same kind of mouth as my Romeo. And although I was really
scared, something came together and I somehow started to feel a kind of closeness, a
kind of attachment not only to Romeo, but also to dinosaurs, and these feelings have

been with me ever since.

Anyway, as a kid, I started to discover many new and exciting things. One
thing I discovered was that my pet Romeo was actually a girl. Whoops. Another thing |
discovered was that there were a lot of books with great pictures and information about
dinosaurs that I wasn’t supposed to be interested in because I was a girl. But I was

interested.

And, for example, I found out about one famous dinosaur named Sue... a
tyrannosaurus. Actually, Sue is a batch of tyrannosaurus bones: The largest
tyrannosaurus skeleton ever found and I thought she was in the national museum in
New York. So, when I was older and in New York, I was really excited when I had the
chance to go to this national museum. I was going to see Sue! It turns out that she was

in a different museum, but it didn’t really matter because there was still so much to see.

There were lots of fossil skeletons and they impressed me the most. The size of
these dinosaurs was amazing. And there were so many different kinds. I had been to
museums in Japan, but there was always this distance between the viewer and the
exhibit. Here in this museum, the bones were within reach. I didn’t actually touch them,
but I could feel them. Unfortunately, my friend wasn’t as impressed as I was, so |

couldn’t stay as long as I wanted. But my interesting dinosaurs continued to grow



deeper. [ mean...

Imagine the dinosaurs’ world: There is lots of fighting...with deadly weapons,
like long sharp teeth, and horns on your head, or spikes on your tail. There are big,
powerful dinosaurs that rule the world. The strong eat the weak. It’s survival of the
fittest. They have small brains and they don’t think much, especially about the future.
Why should they? Dinosaurs rule the world! They’ve been around for millions and
millions of years and they’ll be around for millions and millions more. No dinosaur

dreams of extinction!

When I was a child I was afraid of dinosaurs. I feared their size, their power,
and the fact that they killed their own kind. Dinosaurs killed dinosaurs. But as I got
older, I began to change. For better or worse, I wasn’t scared by their strength anymore.
Their fighting isn’t good, but there must be a reason. When I was a child, I didn’t think
about possible reasons, I just thought they were doing a bad thing by fighting. Now, as

an adult, I admire the dinosaurs’ power to survive and live on as long as they did.

And I also like the way they look...their shape, their face, their eyes. And I feel

like my cute little turtle Romeo is one of them, their descendent.

Now WE are powerful. We humans rule the world through the strength of our
technology and OUR biggest and most powerful weapon...our teeth! NO, our brain!
How do we use this weapon? How are we going to use this weapon? How much longer

are WE going to survive?

Actually, as for the dinosaurs, I prefer to think that they are not extinct. The
reptiles are their descendents and there he is...I mean, there SHE is as proof, my Romeo.
Birds have also descended from the dinosaurs and what could be more inspiring? From
the brute strength and violence of tyrannosaurus, down through the millennia to the

beautiful dove, the symbol of peace.

So I guess I’'m an optimist. I don’t think we humans will become extinct. |
believe in our ability to use our brains to survive. But, when I think about the dinosaurs
and their fate, I sometimes wonder about our descendants ... and millions and millions

of years from now, what will the human version of my sweet Romeo be like?
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