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My Greatest Experience

I went to Shrewsbury in England during spring vacation. It was the first time
for me to go on a trip without my family. I’ve enjoyed British movies, fashion and
music for a long time now. So I was very excited to go there. In England, I quickly
found that a lot of things were different from Japan. Today I’'m going to tell you about

them.

At first, when I arrived at the airport in England, I thought, “How colorful this
country is!!” For example, Street signs and cones were bright, often purple, and ATM
cash machines were bright red. I was surprised from the beginning, but I was also glad
to see these things, because I had never seen so much color before. I was ecstatic! I like
colorful better than colorless, but in Japan we see the same colors everywhere: white

cars, gray buildings, navy uniforms.

Whenever I walked in town or at school and made eye contact with anyone,
they would smile at me. I thought this was a great custom!! So I also practiced smiling
at others. I smiled so much during my stay, it became a habit. I like this habit. However,
when I returned to Japan and smiled at people, they ignored me or made a strange face.

I was very sad to see this. Why can’t Japanese be more sociable?

British people are not only sociable but also kind, but they sometimes can be
“serious”. When students were in class, it was so quiet. I was surprised that all students
were actually awake and studying hard. It was very different from Japan. I heard that if
someone slept, the British teachers would start to scold them and shout, “Get out of this
class!!!!” So students don’t want to sleep. In Japan, if someone sleeps in class, the
teachers mark it in their notebooks without saying anything. I dislike this Japanese way,
because it makes me feel stressed. I feel that the British way is more effective than the

Japanese way. However, I know another reason why they were awake in the class.



The contents of the class were more interesting than Japan. In the English class,
the mood and topic were very different from my own Japanese class. British students
learned about celebrities and discussed good and bad points about them. I thought it was
like a lesson in university. Most of the students raised their hands and answered the
questions. One of them even stood in the front and read a composition he wrote. |

thought most students were very positive and enjoyed the class.

Overall, I found many differences between the UK and Japan: food, lifestyle,
points of view, and so on...I can’t decide which I country I prefer, but I think that both
countries have great character. So we should accept and enjoy our differences and try to
understand each other better.
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