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“The Dancer and I”
Tsukiko Matsuda

I’m a student at Minami High School. English is my course of study. To be honest, until quite
recently | was sick of taking so many English classes. | hated even see the English alphabet.
| thought studying English at school wasn’t worth the effort, until | met a special woman.

One day, on my way home from school, an old acquaintance of mine was walking in front of
me. | was surprised because | thought that she couldn’t be here in Japan. She was a dancer
in New York. | ran up to her, and greeted her. Her face was very bright and full of life. Mine,
on the other hand, was probably the opposite.

She asked, “Why do you look so down? What’s the matter?” | was honest with her.

“I chose Minami High because | liked English. | was full of motivation for the language when |
joined the school, but now before me stands a brick wall of classroom English. | don't like it.
Why must | learn difficult words, complex grammar, and the pronunciation of Rand L, and S
and TH. Who cares? I'm sick and tired of such English. | want learn real-life English.”

She was just listening to my complaints, so | added: “My aim Is to communicate, not to study
English itself. Two years ago, | stayed with a host family for two weeks in Australia. In spite of
my poor English, we developed a closeness with each other and shared our joy. From that
experience, | learned the most important thing in communication is sharing what is in our
hearts, not grammar, not difficult words, not pronunciation.”

She said, looking straight in my eyes: “Grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation are all
important when you live abroad. You were just tourist, a guest in Australia. Living abroad is
being a member of a foreign society. You may not be taken seriously as a member if you
have poor communication skills. I'll give you a good example. When | was dancing with my
studio in New York, they began to discuss something and asked for my opinion. | didn’t say
anything because | couldn’t understand what they were talking about. Then they went back
to their hot discussion and didn’t ask me again. | was left out. | then thought to myself, "Why
didn’t | study English more when | was in school?’ So | recommend that you study hard now.
Classroom English is not worthless at all!”



The brick wall in front of me was broken down by her strong words. Thanks to her, | not only
realized the importance of studying, but | also set a goal for myself. As she expresses herself
trough dancing in New York, I'd like to step into the world and express myself through
painting. I'd like to talk about art with people living in other parts of the world and create my
own style. This is my goal, and I’'m going for it.

The dancer’s encouraging words will echo in my mind: “Believe in yourself and stick to it.”
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