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“My Way”
Shiho Sato

My father is Japanese and my mother is Taiwanese, but | was raised in a Japanese-speaking
environment. In mixed marriages, parents usually teach the children their native tongues,
trying to make them bilingual. If my mother had spoken to me in Chinese, | would be able to
speak both languages. In reality, | had no other choice but to attend a regular kindergarten,
elementary and junior high school. Naturally, my whole life was spent in Japanese. | had
always wanted to learn Chinese. Every time | asked my mother to teach me Chinese,
however, she refused to do so without any clear reason.

One day when | was in elementary school, one of my friends said in shock, “Why can’t you
speak Chinese since you are half-Chinese?” | told my mother about this, and asked her
again to teach me. Eventually she only taught me how to introduce myself in Chinese and
said, “That’s enough.”

A few years later, my family visited our relatives in Taiwan, and in no time | found that it was
not enough. Only being able to introduce myself in Chinese was not enough at all. Soon after
| introduced myself to the relatives, they misunderstood my Chinese ability, and began
speaking to me very fast. It was too hard for me to understand. | wanted my mother to help
me, but she was too busy talking to other relatives. | usually enjoy talking with others, but at
that time, | was unable to communicate. | was so frustrated! Then | made up my mind that |
would study Chinese by myself and return to Taiwan. Though it was a long and difficult
process, | didn’t give it up.

The next summer, my mother allowed me to visit Taiwan alone to see my relatives for a
whole month. | was very excited because | wanted to be in a situation where | was forced to
speak Chinese without any help. In Taiwan, | enjoyed talking not only to my relatives, but
also to the people in the neighborhood, the people at the market, and even the taxi drivers. It
was an amazing experience! When | was about to leave, one of my relatives said, “This is
your second home. You are always welcome to come back anytime.” Until then, they had
been just foreigners to me; but now they are truly my family.



Sometime after my trip my mother said to me, “I'm sorry | didn’t teach you Chinese. | was
afraid that you would be bullied in Japan, if people knew that you were half-Chinese.” Then |
understood her reasons for not teaching me Chinese. My mother is always cheerful, yet she
must have been through severe discrimination and many challenging experiences.

My stay in Taiwan made me focus on my future. Now my dream is to become a linguistic
bridge between Taiwan and Japan and start a business in both countries. | cannot say it to
her just yet, but | would like my mother to know that her daughter will live as a new
generation of children of mixed backgrounds. | will surely make her proud of me.



44 [MGEA Y —F a2 T A b
KL « ANF oA e s EE

[FLOHET pIHE |
g ER

HOLZITAARNTEHIEEBANTL, LU, FTAAGELZFETRE CH CoON, EEEE
TIIEHE, B OFZ2 A U ST D72, MBI FHEZ B 5372 b O T OREEZ 2
A%, b LENPEFET, TLTRAAAGFETRICFEHE LT TN TS, FAx " [E
AT D LI o TWEIEAS 5, THIEEIT, FAMTITEBEOLHERE ., NERE, T
(D) LWV BPR Lo T, HROZ RS, FAUTESOHAARNE LTEL LT
&z, PEEEZZOTEWE WD BWNTWO b & o o3 ATERNI P EFEZ Z R TEEAT
b BT LEEEBA LR LIZENZ/D Vi) 7,

FDINFERETZ S T-E, HDHH, KENEW-ETTIIE o7, [)h—T772DZHEFEN
FEERVO? ] TOZEERIUEA, PEREEZHZ TUI LW EFEHEA CTAhIZ, o ED
2L, BIIPERECHOENMOME 2 #H iz <N, TLTCZI2E-7, ZhT+%
£

BFEw% FECHEBOBRZNT, Z LTI <IC, ZNETTIEED 2v, ERD0 T,
HERECHOCHIM N TEARETHS THLIET IR o7, RPB ORI ET 5 &,
SIZFAOPEZFEORENZM L T, bOTIWVWEHIS THELNT TE 2, bbAAE SR
EFEITE CTHE L TRICIFEM CTE oo 72, WO LD N EEET 2 LRI & 7284072
N, ZOLEEENVIT, aa=mr—TarDNenNRhotz, FHITFIT & > TRE 72
HThotz, ZOEE, FATRL LI, BOO N THEREZMEL CTRIBIZE->TI L)
Lo THITELBILW T oA ThHo77208, FAThHE b ianotz,

BEOHE, BBEOBRD & ZAHIZ—7 A, — AT 2 Z2RITEFL Tz, §EDF
BT b7 LICHEREAZFESRTNER SR WIRNE BT OEBIC L TWanZ, 88T
L, BT TR T ARTSGDON, 7 —OFBiRFIALE TIZAELLFGET Z
ENRTE T, TIUIHRERED LWEBRTE o 72, AR HARIZKE S B, BUKO— AN 5 572,
(2370t ) —2DFE L, WOTHIFSTEWT, ] £E T, HoITFIT &
STEHEEDOHENCT E 2o, TN E LSRR BIE-&E 0 S 25, M IFFOFEKEE,



%A, AT OIFE-> TELRIT, BHEIE o7, [TEEZHA THIT R TIDAR, =
DETHRIZPN=TIZL D> T EDLNLDRLETIEST20, | Tz BV TR
WE L7 WOBBL IREES TV D RIIEN, T2 LD EWVERIRLOLWREZ L TE -

AS=ARVAIAN

BIEIATo72 2 & T RAOBII L VHfER b D Loz, BB E HARDSHEOLITFMEITA
D.HETEVRAZGODLZ L, BIXELEE 20T E, 2T IERHUs AT,
(HRT-DORITIN—T7 L LT, 2L DOH LWKREZAZTTITEET, | F2FEVICE
25 £ D RIRIZ, RIS TR TRE D,



