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“Where is the love?”
Mikuri Akiyama

My father “I've told you so many times to study! But why won'’t you study?”

Me “I can’t help it!! | have been very busy.”

My father “But then you should say to me “Sorry. I'm busy.” Can you do that?”

Me “Oh...I'm sorry, Dad. I'll do that next time.”

My father “Next time? How many times have you said that? Whenever | scold you, you
always say “Next time.” But have you ever done that even once?”

Me “Then what should | say?”

My father “What an attitude!? Can’t you speak more nicely?”

Me “I am! Why can’t you understand what | mean?”

My father “| already understand. I'm just worried about you.”

Me “No! You aren’t worried about me! If you were worried about me, then you would try to
understand me! That'’s all!”

This was a fight we had one day between my father and myself. Maybe you have
experienced a fight like this too.

But, think about it. Have you ever felt love? Have you loved anyone? | have always been
loved by my parents. | was able to understand their love better when | went through a
rebellious stage.

When | was a junior high school student, | often rebelled against my parents. Sometimes |
said things that | didn’t mean because | couldn’t be honest. Other times | blamed myself
when | was feeling negative. But it was my parents who saved me from this hard time.
Whenever | did something bad, my parents scolded me. | was impatient when | was being
scolded and | still rebelled against them. However, | noticed that my parents scolded me with
their love.

But my parent still loved me when | was a child. Sometimes they took me to parks,
amusement parks and other places. During good times, they celebrated my birthday every
year. But other times, they gave me a hard time as parents. It made me realize that they



loved me so much. They always said to me “I love you.” | have been able to grow because of
their love. | noticed the power of love is a great power against evil. You can change anyone’s
way of thinking with love.

But where is the love? I'm sure this question does exist in your mind and you must already
have a lot of love. Do you have a friend who helped you when you were in trouble? Have you
helped anyone who was in trouble? Has anyone ever told you, ‘I love you.”? These are all
love.

If you think you don’t love anyone or you are not lover, this is a misunderstanding. Please
think about it carefully. Who listens you? Who needs you? Who gave birth to you? Who do
you love? Please realize that there is a lot of love around you. Throughout life you are loving
somebody and at the same time, you are being loved by somebody too. Please close your
eyes and ask yourself, “Where is the love?”
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