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Dreams bring hope
Chiaki Akifusa

Do you have any dreams?
My dream is to be a flight attendant. Having a dream is very important for us. Today I’d like to tell

you how a dream has affected others and the world.

My grandfather has liver cancer. Before suffering from cancer, he was very energetic and worked
hard every day as a farmer. When my family went to see my grandparents, he often took my brother
and me to the sea, fishing and hot springs. But now he can eat very little food. His weight is lighter
than mine. When I saw him last summer, I told him about my dream to give him courage.

I said “My dream is to be a flight attendant. Please take my plane. I’ll take you to many countries.
So grandpa, you have to get better.” He knew it might be impossible for me to be a flight attendant.
But he said “Ok. Chiaki I will try.” After that, he started to try to eat more food.

But nowadays, the liver cancer has spread to his lung. If this had happened before I told him about
my dream, he would have been very negative and lost hope to live. But he said, “I’ll keep living
until you become a flight attendant. If I can live longer, I also want to see you in a wedding dress.” |

was so happy, because my dream brought hope to my grandfather.

From this experience, I learned the importance of having a dream. Here I will tell you another
story. Do you know Martin Luther King Jr?
He had a big dream. He said “the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be
able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.” He gave this speech in front of about two
hundred and fifty thousand people. He might not have been sure whether his dreams would come
true or not. But his dream gave a lot of hope to African Americans. Before he gave this speech,
African Americans were segregated from white people on many occasions. But now the president of
the United States is Mr. Barack Obama. He is an African American. Martin Luther King Jr’s dream

also gave much hope to others and helped them to change their country.

I hope all people in the world have a dream. Any little dream is ok. Any little dream can give hope
to others like my grandfather and African Americans. When you find a dream, don’t give up.
Having a dream will change others or this world for the better. I want to give more hope to others. I

will keep fighting for my dreams and doing my best to make them come true.

So everyone! Let’s keep dreaming!
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