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Thank you, Madam Chairman, distinguished Judges, Ladies and Gentlemen.

This morning | am going to explain what | think English Education in Japan should
be like. My goal in life is to become an English teacher, and so | have a personal interest in
this subject.

Recently the language in which business is conducted has been changing. The
reason for this is that many Japanese companies are expanding their business overseas
and engaging in international mergers and acquisitions. Some well known examples are
“‘NISSAN”, “UNIQLO” and “RAKUTEN?". English had been used as the official language in
small hotels or transportation companies long before the big companies decided to use it as
their official language.

Since we now need to speak English quite often on business, the Education
Ministry has decided to give English lessons beginning in elementary schools. But | wonder
if this policy will really be successful. It’s difficult for the elementary school children to learn
English the logical way it is taught in Japanese schools. And | wonder if inexperienced
elementary school teachers will be able to teach them English logically and properly. Many
of these teachers are not able, themselves, to speak English. One of the biggest reasons is
that the ultimate goal in the Japanese education is to enter a university. Because most of
the students study only to go to universities, they never become fluent in speech.

It is nearly impossible to make children bilingual giving English lessons once or
twice a week, even if their learning begins in elementary school. Some researchers say it
will take about 10,000 hours to be able to communicate with only simple sentences. That
means it will take about 100 years when you have lesson for 2 hours every week.

In order to realize the practical and logical spoken English education, | think our
government should make facilities with dormitories where only English is used. This might
enable students to learn English like they were studying abroad, but at a far lower cost.
Such a program exists at an English Education Center in Korea called English Village. One
hundred sixty native English speakers are teaching there. Once you go through the gate,
native teachers will welcome you, and you are not in Korea any more but in an English
speaking country. Students can experience life there speaking English all the time, without



leaving Korea. Many Korean students from all over the country are now attending for a
couple of weeks during their vacation. And recently many Japanese students, from
elementary school to college, are studying there as well.

| wish Japan could make such facilities like this as soon as possible so that we, too,
could have more chances to have that valuable experience.

No matter how fluently you can speak English, you can’t be an intelligent Japanese
citizen without a proper knowledge of Japanese and Japan’s rich cultural traditions. | think
it's very important for us to study them as well. So if | can become an English teacher, |
would like to be one who can teach about Japan as well. | am now firmly determined to
study to the best of my ability not only English but also Japanese, to make my dream come
true.

And so, as | conclude my speech, let me say thank you very much for your kind
attention.
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