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Understanding a Mother’s Love
Aya Sasai

Why is my mother always telling me to get home early?

When I went out with my friends at night, my mother often called and said “Get home now!” which
really annoyed me. But one event changed my way of thinking.

One summer, when I was a freshman in high school, my older sister got pregnant though
she was not married. At the time, she was only 20 years old, but she decided to get married and
have the baby. However, a sad fact emerged. The doctor said “the baby will need to have an
operation as soon as he is born”. You see, his diaphragm had a hole in it and his stomach was
coming up and putting pressure on his heart.

Fortunately, Ryuki was born smoothly and three hours later, the doctor told us it was time
to operate. My sister was very worried, so, to keep her mind off of the operation, she nervously
talked and tried to laugh. The operation succeeded. Ryuki recovered gradually with his mother and
father by his side and he left the hospital three months later.

My sister lives very close to my house, so over the years, I’ve seen her make a great effort
to raise him. However tired she was, she took care of him, and nursed him every three hours even in
the middle of the night. And despite her back pains, she holds him in her arms when he cries. She is
still young, so she must want to spend time with her friends, but she can’t leave him at home alone
and she can’t waste money on socializing. She has given up so many things for him.

She used to be a girl who couldn’t even pour water into a glass for herself. She would yell,
“Bring me a glass of water Aya!” and I would bring it. Besides that, she often told me to cook lunch
for her, but this, I sometimes refused to do. Now, my sister is no longer that girl. She goes shopping
and prepares food for her son every day. What makes her change? Love did. Motherhood changed
her. I guess that Ryuki helped his mother and all of us to learn about the importance of life and love.

Because of my sister and Ryuki, I can now imagine what it’s like to be a mother. Watching
him by the side of his mother, I realized that my mother also raised me with a lot of love. As I said,
sometimes my mother irritated me but what she did was out of love. After I realized that it comes
from love, I began to appreciate getting phone calls from my mother. If I were Ryuki’s mother, and
he stayed out late with his friends at night as a teenager, I would be really worried about him. I now
understand the reason why my mother was so strict.

I once lived as if [ had somehow grown up all by myself, but through my nephew’s birth
and watching my sister raise him, I learned how hard my mother must have worked to raise me. |
see many children who aren’t very obedient and don’t understand their mothers are only trying to
give them love. So, even when mothers are telling us to do a different thing from what we really
want to do, we have to think about it from their side and if we feel that they do it out of love even a

little, we should appreciate the love our mother has for us.
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