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Endless Possibilities of Rakugo

Naoki Murotani

Do you know what rakugo is? It is a Japanese comedy that has a long history of about 300
years. It is played by only one performer on a stage. A rakugo performer sits down on the stage,
plays a lot of characters, and develops a funny story. Rakugo has some rules. A rakugo performer
can use only a fan and a hand towel, and he has to keep sitting on a zabuton, a Japanese square
cushion. Of course, a performer cannot express the whole situation only with these items, so he
always uses the most important thing, the audience’s imagination. There is no rakugo story without

imagination.

I came across to rakugo about a year ago. When I watched rakugo for the first time, I was
impressed by the world of rakugo which the performer made. Since then, I myself have performed
rakugo, and I found that the more I know about rakugo, the wider the world of rakugo becomes.

Today I want to talk about the endless possibilities of rakugo.

First, these days, rakugo is being accepted all over the world. Some rakugo performers are
performing rakugo in English abroad. They are sure that rakugo can get over the difference of
languages by gesture because it is only imagination that is necessary to enjoy the storytelling. Some
may say that rakugo cannot make people of other nationalities laugh because the cultures and
backgrounds of them are different from those of Japan. However, even those gaps can make them
laugh. For example, with an explanation that the Japanese people slurp when they eat noodles,
while a performer is developing a story which has a lot of scenes eating noodles, every time the

characters in the story slurp, the audiences, who were told not to slurp in their childhood, laugh.

Second, the range of age of people who enjoy rakugo is spreading more and more. While
modern comedies such as manzai or TV variety shows are popular among young people, rakugo,
which is a classical comedy, has been gaining popularity not only with the middle and old-aged but
also with the young thanks to some dramas and movies whose subjects are rakugo.

Third, rakugo will be used as a treatment for the ill. As a matter of fact, it has been proven
that imagination and laughing are very good as preventives against high pressure, diabetes, and
cancer. You know the proverb, “laughter is the best medicine.”

Therefore, enjoying rakugo will do you a world of good.
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