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The World Without Nuclear Weapons
Kengo Kajii

Hello everyone. On August 6, I saw a big cloud and it reminded me of the atomic bomb which was
dropped on Hiroshima 64 years ago. The bomb has taken about 140,000 precious lives.

Last spring vacation, I went to Hiroshima and stayed there for 2 days. Hiroshima has developed
quickly after World War 2. But an old building, which is called the Atomic Bomb Dome, still
remains. It tells us the tragedy of the bomb. When I stood in front of the dome, I couldn’t help
crying. | felt only sorrow. Beyond that, I couldn’t feel anything.

The next day, I went to the peace memorial park. There I met an old man who is an atomic bomb
victim. As a volunteer he told tourists about his experience of the atomic bomb. He said to us “I saw
hell on that day. The bomb robbed me of everything, my house, my school, my friends and even my
family. It happened only 64 years ago. I don’t want the next generation to experience the same
tragedy”. His words made a deep impression on me, and I thought we have to think more about

nuclear weapons.

In Prague on April 5, President Obama gave an address and acknowledged America’s moral
responsibility for using nuclear weapons. He also showed his resolve to abolish nuclear weapons
and to establish a nuclear-free world. This speech impressed many people in the world. Issey
Miyake, who is a world-famous designer, is one of them. He is an atomic bomb victim. When he
was 7, he was bombed. He had always avoided talking about his experience, because he didn’t want
to be labeled “the designer who survived the atomic bomb”. But President Obama’s speech changed
his way of thinking. Mr. Miyake noticed how important it is to share his memories or thoughts of
that fateful day, so he decided to tell his story to a newspaper. He explained to them if we eliminate

nuclear weapons we can make a peaceful world.

I learned from the volunteer and Mr. Miyake that it is important for everyone to know the tragedy
and to hand it down from generation to generation in order not to repeat such a tragedy. I think we
cannot save lives with nuclear weapons. We must stop having them. I’'m sure if all people in the
world cooperate, we can make a peaceful world without nuclear weapons. Even if it takes a lot of

time, we should not give up. Like President Obama often says “Yes, we can”.
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