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This summer, I participated in the International Science School 2009 which was held at the
University of Sydney, in Australia, as one of the Japanese representatives. First of all, I would like
to say how grateful I am for having the opportunity to attend the ISS program, so here, I’d like to
thank the teachers, organizers, and family who made that possible. Today I’m here to talk about

how important international exchanges are.

The ISS program invited 16-17 year old students from around the world, so I had the
chance to meet a variety of people from very different countries. They were from the UK, Thailand,
China, the US, India, Australia, and Japan. Spending the two weeks with all these people in Sydney

made me realize some big differences between them and most Japanese people.

One of the major differences I found is that they tend to be very straightforward. When
they have an idea in their head, they will say it out loud, instead of bottling it up inside themselves
like we do. This is a clear cultural difference. Because they like to share their thoughts, they tend to
very innovative in their ideas. They also become inspired very easily, and thus, interacting with
these people has enabled me to appreciate other ways of thinking.

I’m here not to talk about which culture is right, but to talk about their difference. This experience

really opened my eyes, since before participating in this program, I had never been overseas.

The ISS program awoke me to how popular Japanese culture is. One example of Japan’s
popularity can be found in digital cameras. During the ISS program, I saw a lot of digital cameras
that were made in Japan. I was not surprised but also very happy when I saw them overseas.
Another example is, as you know, manga and anime. The number of people familiar with these was
beyond my imagination. All of the people that I met told me their favorite manga and anime. One of
the people had learned the causal conversational style of Japanese speech and slang by reading

manga and watching anime.

The ISS program gave me an opportunity to meet people of different origins, races and
religions. A person with Australian nationality can actually vary in their ancestry, for example, I met
one person who has a Brazilian father and a Greek mother, another who has Egyptian parents, and
some who have Indian or Chinese parents, or even Japanese parents. And yet, many of the people
living in Japan spend most of their lives in a homogeneous society, so they hardly mix with
different people.



Therefore, they become nervous and somewhat xenophobic when they meet people who
are different. That was the case for me before I went to Sydney, but through the program, I gained
confidence and experience on how to socialize with all these interesting but different individuals.

Through this experience, I have acquired a new way to view the world.

After the wonderful experience in Sydney, I realized that international exchanges are
extremely important and their significance should not be underestimated. The ISS program gave me
an opportunity to understand cultural differences, and an opportunity to mix and share life
experiences with a diverse group of people. International exchange will expand your horizons. It

will give you a new perspective on the world.
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