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“A Generation of Jobless People”
Hitomi Yoshida

What do you think about “work?” I’'m 15 years old now and will soon be looking for a job, so |
have been thinking about what “work” means. | would like to tell you about an experience
that made me consider what “to work” means.

This March | visited a place called “KAMAGASAKI” in Osaka in preparation for an exchange
program | France with other members of my school. | had heard of this place and its people
many times, but it was the first time for me to visit. In Kamagasaki there are many people
who have no jobs for various reasons, for example, dismissal or bankruptcy. The reason for
them to get together there is to look for jobs. But even if they have no home, so they have to
live on the street or in the park.

While visiting a park in the area, we helped the volunteer groups who were helping the
jobless people living in the area. We worked as volunteers helping with distributing lunch to
them. On that day, the lunch menu was curried rice. My job was to serve rice in a small bowl
for each person from a big box. | was given some boxes that were filled with rice. In front of
us, many people were waiting for lunch. There was a standard amount of the rice to keep
equal distribution. It didn’t look like enough for the people because most of them were men. |
worked very hard to serve faster while trying to keep the portions equal.

While | was serving rice, | heard the volunteer people talking about the number of meals we
were distributing. | heard a man saying “How many people?”, and a woman answered, “Over
800"” | was really surprised to know that so many people were waiting for the lunch.

After the volunteer activity, we visited many places and saw lots of unexpected things in the
area. One of the most surprising things was the pipe surrounding the junior high school. It
sprinkled water on the street. The reason for this was to discourage homeless people from
setting up homes there. Another thing that surprised me was hearing that students living in
the area sometimes attack them.

Why are there so many people who want to work, but no jobs? Why do innocent people have



to be attacked by young students? | think we need to know the facts. Although Japan has
Articles 25 of the Constitution regarding basic human rights there are many poor and needy
people hoping to work, and some of them get hurt by the students living in the area.

| don’t think they are at fault. | think they are victims of current social injustice. | will have to
work in the future. How will the employment situation be improved in 10 years? | hope the
number of unemployed will decrease, and all the new graduates will be able to get the jobs
they desire. | hope all Japanese will be able to live under basic human rights in the future.
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