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Thank you, Madam Chairman, distinguished Judges, Ladies and Gentlemen.
How old do you think | am? I'm 33 years old and | am so glad to attend the English Speech
Contest as a genuine college student. | enrolled when | was 30 years old. It was poverty
that prevented me from enrolling after high school graduation. | would like to talk about how
poverty diminishes Japanese education today.

According to the OECD, the budget of Japan for education is the lowest among all
the member countries. They are warning that school tuitions are too high. This is likely to
create low educational standards among the poor. Our new government has announced
that they will make all the expenses free in senior high schools and universities in order to
solve these problems.

| partially agree with the financial solutions of the government, but the poverty I'm
talking about is not the high tuition problem. The problem that concerns me most is the lack
of motivation for learning that poverty creates. | am now a volunteer teacher of children who
cannot go to Juku. The children say, “l won’t be able to go to college. Why should | struggle
to learn?” Then their parents say, “We won’t be able to send them to college anyway. It's
pointless for them to study hard”. Finally, their teachers say, “They won’t go to college. It's
meaningless to encourage them to learn.” This was my experience in high school.

But what is learning? Do students study only to go to college and get a good job?
Where does the desire to learn come from? It is from intellectual curiosity and from the goal
of self-improvement. We are all born with this desire. It’s like an appetite and it's one of our
fundamental desires. The reason why | decided to study English in college was to speak
English better. That’s the only reason. | felt as if | discovered a new world when | learned
just one unfamiliar word. It encouraged my desire to study. This excitement was the primary
motivation for learning.

| feel something is wrong if the society takes away students’ desire to learn simply
because they are poor, they are not going to college, and they only want a job. They are
depriving high school students of the joy of learning.

We should not have the illusion that Japan is a major power in education, judging
only from the advancement rate. Education enables them but at the same time it often



eliminates their possibilities. Don’t you think poor studying in order to proceed to higher
education might deprive children of their natural possibilities? The most horrifying “poverty”
is to deprive children of their possibilities.

My studying has enlarged my world. And now | have a new dream. That dream is to
become a teacher, and to teach children the real joy of learning. What children need now is
not money, but the rich educational environment that can allow them to experience the
excitement of discovery, the pleasure of understanding, and the confidence that grows from
new skills and abilities.

| hope that our society will accept a diversified range of studying and that
everybody should be evaluated fairly and impartially. And so, as | conclude my speech, let
me say thank you very much for your kind attention.
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