The 45th Annual English Speech Contest
Osaka-Mayor’s Award

Japan’s International Cooperation in 2011

Sumire Misaka

In college, I am majoring in International Economics, This year, I took a class in
Japan’s international cooperation and ODA(Official Development Assistance). I le arned
many things in this class, especially, the role Japan should play. Japan’s international

cooperation should be “To exercise Japan’s soft power’,

Why ig it not ‘hard, but ’soft? Because we must not take away ‘Self-Help Efforts’
that each country makes, The future of each country should be chosen by itself. When I
went to JICA(Japan International Cooperation Agency)- Hyogo, I heard a lecture about
JOCV(Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers) and ODA. The lecturer said, "I went
to Maldives as a JOCV. I worked there to familiarize people with physical education
because they had no notion of PE. My purpose was to leave things that would help
Maldivians in the future. So I am looking forward to seeing the future that they will
choose.” I was so impressed by her words because she never pressed her notion on
Maldivians. Then I found that to support is not to press one’s seﬁse of value.

In my class, we gave a presentation as a minister of an African country. Other
students in the class played the roles of Japan's ministers and judged whether Japan
should provide ODA to the couniry or not. I performed the role of a South African
minister. South Africa is a country that has great economic power among African
countries. However this country has high HIV and crime rates. I strongly thought this
country doesn’t have real wealth no matter how high the country’s GDP level is. So T
especially requested Japan to assist us in medical and education fields. But as Japan
had recently been damaged by the eaxthquake, some judges asked me what merits there
are for Japan to help South Africa. I insisted that this country has various capabilities
and we can demonstrate our self-help efforts by J: ax;an’s support. In fact, Japan makes a
point of human being’s security field in ODA, such as, medical care and education ficlds,
These areas are go important for countries to develop. They are Japanese strong points.
This discussion taught me the meaning and importance of ODA.

When I heard a lecture by 2 Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ official, I know there are two
ways for a country to survive. One is to have power, in other words, having nuclear
weapons. Another is to obtain the trust of International society. Japan has-chosen the



latter. In JICA Hyogo, I read many messages that encouraged Japanese people who
suffered much damage from the earthquake. I was moved to tears by thinking about the
kindness of people all over the world. Japan helped many countries and many countries
helped us. So I strongly feel we should not reduce ODA no matter how badly Japan was
damaged. Japan’s infernational cooperation is not only through humanitarian support
but also through contributions to world peace. To exercise Japan’s soft power does not
mean just supporting other countries but building the bonds of trust with them.,

Thank you for your attention.
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