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Japan should seize English! — A speech by Yui Oike

I think there isn’t enough English education in Japan. Most countries in Asia can
speak English. Japan is a developed country but our English isn’t good. English
is spoken all over the world. Today, Japan needs English to get jobs because
there are many international companies. So it’s very important.

When I was a juhior high school student, a Canadian woman came to our school.
It was really fun. I felt it was my first time hearing real English. But, she had to
teach from first grade to third grade by herself so my class was only taught a
few times. If I had been able to hear more about Canada, I could have learned
about another country’s culture and experienced real English in detail. I was so
sad. But when I entered high school, I joined the English club. Now, I can talk to
our British teacher anytime. That broadened my outlook, so now I've found
many other Ways to seize English. '

I often hear about studying abroad. To live in a completely different
environment is stimulating. And we have to use English in everyday life so
English comes naturally to us. After all, seizing English is not only studying hard.
We must also learn about the culture. Studying abroad, we can do this.

But, there are a few problems. One, worries. I often hear on the news about
international students’ troubles. For example, murder cases! Maybe most
people feel uneasy about this. Two, money. Studying abroad takes a lot of
money but now Japan is in a recession. Only a limited number of people can do
it. That’s why not all Japanese people are able to learn real English and it's very
hard to spread English education at the moment.

But then I heard about English carhp. This camp doesn’t take much money
because we can do it here in Japan, which is great. At English camp, we use only
English while we enjoy activities or the great outdoors with foreign teachers, I'd
never heard of such an amazing camp before! Anyone can easily join it and we
don’t have to worry about anything. We can study English pleasantly.

I haven’t been to an English camp yet but it seems we can have the same
| experience as studying abroad. An especially good point is being able to talk
with people from other cultures. I really want to try it! So I want many, many
people to join in and many, many schools to do it. I think the Japanese
government should co-operate with this idea and spread English camp all over



Japan. However, English camp is j'us_f one example of a way to develop English
education in Japan. If we think about it more, we can find even better ideas. For

international society in the future, let’s work together. I am convinced Japan can
seize English... and seize the day!
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