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Global Warming

The Earth is called by some the “Living planet” because of the countless forms
of life it has birthed and nurtured since it was formed about 4.6 billion years ago. This
“Living planet” is now however, facing a terrible crisis. Scientists predict that by the
end of the 21* century the average yearly temperature will have increased somewhere
from 2-4 degrees Celsius and level of the sea will have risen anywhere from 9 to 88cm
causing 200 million people to be displaced or even worse. Other effects will be an
increase in floods and droughts, desertification, and the creation of new germ strains

and spread of disease.

In July of this year the 34™ G8 summit was held in Hokkaido and one of the
topics discussed was unsurprisingly global warming. This is not the first time. In 1997
the summit adopted the Kyoto protocol but unfortunately the initiative has lost steam.
It would not be going too far to say that the inaction of the G8 member countries has
caused the problem of global warming to become even more serious. At the 34™ G8
summit developed countries suggested that developing countries such as China and
India reduce CO; emission by 50% from what they are now. The developing countries
stated that they have no intention of reducing their industrial development and that it is
the developed countries who should make efforts to reduce CO; emissions as they are

the ones responsible for the problem that exists today.

While the world continues to struggle to find a solution that will be acceptable
on an international scale, I believe that individual countries can begin to solve the
problem locally. For example the government could offer a reduction in taxes to
households that switch to solar power. Households that recycle could be given some
kind of financial incentive and companies that come up with more environmentally

friendly products could be given special tax breaks from governments.

Each individual of course also needs to do their part for the environment. There



are many ways to reduce to the size of our own carbon footprint. Simple changes to our
daily habits, such as putting less water in the kettle when we boil it or using saucepan
lids to cook will also make a difference to the amount of energy we use. Putting on a
sweater instead of turning on a heater will not only save energy but will also save you

money.

The time has come where we have to take a long, hard look at our lifestyle. It is
no longer an option to ignore the problem and pretend that it is not happening. We are
going to have to learn to endure more inconveniences in our lives from now on. For too
long we have focused only on things that make our life more comfortable, with little

concern for our environment.

Defeating global warming is the greatest challenge that human kind has ever
faced. It is truly a global problem and is going to require the worlds government and
individuals to work together to try to halt this impending catastrophe. This is your
challenge and my challenge too. If we act now we still have a chance. Protecting the

Earth now is our defence for a happy future.
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