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I am Japanese. I live in Japan. I have lived with Japanese culture or manners for 16
years. I didn’t think about whether they were natural because they are natural for me. I
think Japan has been created with these things, and they have been passed down for a
long; long time. I started to think and learn about different cultures and other countries
after entering high school. Today, I'd like to talk about the culture and things that I
learned about Australia. Before entering high school, I didn’t know about Australia at
all. I only knew that Australian people use English, and there is an Aboriginal history
in Australia. Also, I assumied that there were only white people in Australia. My high
school has a sister school in Australia, so some students from Australia visited our
school. I was surprised because there were lots of Asian people among them. I didn’t
know that Australia is a2 diverse country. Then, I learned that lots of people from lots of
countries, like China, Korea, and Vietnam live in Australia. From then, I became
interested in Australia more, and I had ai ¢épportunity to go there as an exchange
student. Then lots of things surprised me and I learned some different ways from
Japan’s.

When I was in Australia, I found lots of signboards that said ‘centre’. First I didn't know
how to read them. Then I remembered that people in Australia use British English. We
leain American English in Japan, but 1 didn’t know the difference betweéen British
English and American English. After that, I found lots of words written in British
English, like ‘colour’ or ‘rubbish’. Also, I experienced life slowly. I had heaxd that
Australian ways are very relaxed, and things are not absolutely on time like In Japan.
Sometimes classes started very late, students didn’t come to a class on time, or they
skipped it. Trains didn’t come on timeé and I often had to wait for 4 long time. It May be
good sometimes, and bad sometimes. I liked that style because everything wasn’t busy
like in Japan, and I didn’t feel siressed. However, sometimes it makes people lazy
instead of useful.

In 1 year, I learned lots of things about Australia while in Japan and Australia. Of
course I learned about other couniries too. Before knowing about those things, I had
thought that the Japanese ways were natural, but that’s wrong. Foreigners think there
are lots of strange things about Japanese culture or ways. It's very good and interesting
to know about other countries. There are still lots of things I don’t know, and lots of

surprising discoveries I can make.
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