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Broad-minded

When I was a child, I lived in Malaysia. I commuted to the local kindergarten
and before entering primary school, I returned to Japan. I was only 5 years old but I
remember I was confused by the differences between the 2 countries, so it was difficult
to adapt to my new environment. There were differences in consideration and manners,

behavior and people’s attitudes.

Consideration for others is an important thing. In Malaysia when I am going to
take or get out of an elevator, naturally people say “after you.” But in Japan, people
don’t say it and scramble for the elevator or subway. Also, I heard from my mother that
she never lowered baggage from the conveyer at the airport by herself. Because,
someone always helped her. May be it was because she was with little children, but she
said that people in Malaysia act naturally to help someone. From this, I think that
helping someone in trouble, or even someone who is not in trouble is a way we can feel

the warmth of people, and feel happy no matter where we are in the world.

Secondly, people’s manners. In my kindergarten, there were many children
from different countries, Malaysia, Japan, France, Korea, China and others. Many
children of different nationalities and different colors of skin were in the same place.
There was nothing strange there. Teachers acted equally to all children. They praised
children equally, and scolded us equally, saying that ‘Bad things are just bad.” It was
very natural and nothing special to do that. But when I came back to Japan, many
people looked at me like I was strange just because I lived in another country. They also
laughed at my pronunciation of Japanese because it was a little bit different from theirs.
They were acting like living in different cultures is wrong somehow. At first, I couldn’t
understand why they acted like that and I was puzzled. It took me a long time to get
used to them because I couldn’t forget how cold they were. I think there are many

people with closed minds. Even mine is not so open, but I think that there are many



people who have prejudices. I think that something we need to live with the different

cultures is broad-mindedness.

Most Malaysians are Muslim and they can’t eat anything in Ramadan. But at
the kindergarten, when Malaysian children are in Ramadan, other children were eating
their lunch beside them. Isn’t this a wonderful thing? They understand the differences of
their cultures and customs, and live together. Their broad minds accept the differences.

Many Japanese people are missing this broad mind and discriminate.

This idea is only from comparing two countries, but nowadays Japan is
becoming an international society. They are taking in other cultures from overseas. This
is a good thing but it’s not good to just copy foreign countries. We have to think how we
can live with different cultures. All things have a good side and bad side. But nowadays
I think the bad side is standing out. So I think NOW, all of us, Japanese and others, have
to try to have an open mind and try to understand each other. If you want to be
understood by others, you have to try to understand them. It takes an effort to have an
open mind and communicate with people in different countries with different customs. I

believe this is what we need to do to live together.
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