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When I was a high school student, I wanted to be a TV anchor woman. I'm interested in
the media, society, and the future of Japan. Have you ever noticed that in Japan big
newspapers write almost the same articles about the same events? TV news broadeast
the same reports about the same issue. This is because in Japan there is a press agency
that most of the major media outlets belong to. They receive the same information from
the press agency and report based on that information. No wonder there’s no big
difference when reporting on an event.

A good example is when the earthquake and tsunami hit Japan on March 11%.The
Japanese media reported that there was no melt down and the level of the disaster was
less thanr Three Mile Island accident. Everybody believed the reports and felt relieved,
including me. But at the same time, I felt a little anxious because no Japanese reporter
actually went to the power plant disastexr site to examine the situation. Instead they
received information from the Japanese government and the power company and then
wrote their articles and broadcasts based on that information. '

However, when I watched BBC and CNN, I was shocked. Unlike the Japanese media
reports, they reported that the nuclear disaster was much bigger than Three Mile
Island, and almost as hig as the Chernobyl disaster. They didn’t believe the Japanese
government and media at all. It is pretty clear now that the Japanese media didn’t
pursue the truth as much as they should have, but instead, they cooperated with the
government to keep harmony within the society, trying to prevent panic among the
Japanese people,

On a much smaller scale, it reminds me of a time when we had some frouble in my high
school class. At that time, I belonged to my high school newspaper club. I tried to report
on the trouble, but as scon as our homeroom teacher found out, he stopped me saying
that my article would disturb our home room and could cause more trouble. I protested,
but somehow I was convinced by his logic that harmony among class members was the
most important thing.

In fact, my high school had a motto. Our motto was “A one thousand member orchestra”.
We had about 1000 students in our school, and the idea was that we all cooperate and
work together like an orchestra to create a harmonious society.

We Japanese are famous for our desire to maintain harmony and I think that is
something that we should value and support. However, what is harmony? And what
should it be based on?



In a way, it wasn’t bad what the Japanese government and mass media did to maintain
harmony after the disaster in Tohoku. I can understand what they were trying to do.
But things really weren’t OK and not knowing what really happened caused problems
for many victims and their families. If the media had reported about the evacuation
shelters, volunteers, and missing people more accurately, more people could have been
saved, Without true information, it's hard to know what to do.

Back in my high school, my teachex’s idea of harmony was also understandable, but the
original, fundamental problem was never solved.

I think it's easy to create this kind oh false harmony, but it's weak and doesn’t last, It
doesn’t help us solve real problems. It just covers them up. It can't match the brilliance
of real harmony, which is based on the truth, honest relationships, and trust.

We are now living in the aftermath of a terrible disaster and we have many problems
that need real solutions. For examples, is it OK to live in or even visit the effected areas
again? Can we safely eat certain foods? Should we continue using nuclear energy? We
need to face these problems and we need real information. And we need to work
together.

There are 130 million people in Japan. It's hard to gét that many people to work
together well. So, I'd like to borrow from my high school and suggest a national motto,
“A 130 million member orchestra”. Wouldn't it be nice if we could all perform well
together to effectively solve the problems we are facing? "
To do that, m our orchestra, we need a director who knows the music well and speaks to
us honestly so that we can all pexform with confidence. That would be the government.
And we need a concert master, whose knowledge and skills help the orchestra stay in
tune, That would be the media, And then, there is us, the musicians with our
instruments called ideas and opinions. And finally, in order to perform well together, in
order to make beautiful harmony, in order to remake our country in the most positive
way, we need honesty and mutual trust from everyone in the orchestra,
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