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When in Rome

Hi, there everyone! I'm Mina Kim and I’'m from China. I'm here to speak to
you now about things I’ve kept hidden deep in my heart for the last two and a half
years.

It was then that I first came to Japan. At that time, I felt uneasy because of my
expectations and fears of starting my new life here. I had just begun junior high school
and I struggled with the different language and culture. I was lonely, and separated from
the other students. So I studied hard so I could communicate with the kids around me.
However, it seemed like that didn’t solve the problem. I was still an outsider, and I
started being bullied. Rude things were said to me as I passed others in the halls, and
people spoke about me even though I was right there. The more I thought about it, the
more painful it became. I cried almost every day, but fortunately for me, I had my mom,
my teachers and a few friends to help me. They would listen to my problems and made
me feel better with their kind words. They really kept my spirits up. My mom was
especially important at that time. She always had encouraging words. She told me,
“Have a strong heart and don’t be afraid of anything. Just be yourself, and be proud that
you're different. You’re smart, and I believe in you, my little girl, so go for it.” Her
words always cheered me and gave me the confidence to do anything. So I kept
studying hard and when in my third year of junior high school I entered the top five.
When I graduated, I finished at the top of my class. By then I still had few friends, but
that was such a happy ending to a difficult year for me because I regained my
confidence and became whole again.

Now, I'm a high school student and I have made a lot of nice friends. As time
goes by, without me noticing, I’ve totally integrated into life in Japan. And I also know
how to get along with the people around me, which is to be open-minded, respectful in
understanding the culture of the people I'm with. It’s important to remember, “When in
Rome, do as the Romans do.” I feel I'’ve matured a lot since I first arrived in Japan. I've
grown in mind, heart, and body. I used to only think about me and complain about my
problems. I was so selfish then, wasn’t 1?

Last, I want to start again and introduce you to the new me. Hi, 'm Mina Kim



and I’'m a brand-new high school girl who is 120% power and filled with passion. I'm
fighting to achieve my dreams and bright future by being confident, strong, faithful, and
loving every day. I'm sure the future will get better and better, brighter and brighter.
One day, I will definitely act as a go-between for Japan and China.
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